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Order of the Board by Judge Avila: 

EPA Region 1 filed a motion seeking a stay of the proceedings in the above-captioned 

matter for sixty days.  Region 1 Motion for Stay of the Proceedings 2 (Dec. 19, 2025).  The 

Region represents that the parties in this matter “have agreed to initiate a discussion to 

ascertain whether a negotiated resolution of the issues raised in the Petition is possible.”  Id.  

The Region also states that due to the “technical nature” of some of the issues raised in the 

petition it is appropriate to convene “legal and technical personnel” in any settlement 

discussion, but it will be challenging to do so considering the number of individuals required, 

preexisting commitments, and holiday travel plans.  Id.  The Region asks for an order 

directing the parties to file status reports at “30-day intervals, with the first report due upon 

the end of the initial 60-day stay.”  Id.  The Region represents that counsel for petitioner 

“assented” to the motion.  Id. at 3. 
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Based on the representations in the motion, the Board GRANTS the requested stay.  

See 40 C.F.R. § 124.19(f)(6), (n).  This case is stayed until Friday, February 20, 2026.  In 

the interest of efficiency, and in place of the status report schedule requested by the parties, 

the Board directs the parties to submit a status report on or before Tuesday, February 10, 

2026.  In that report, the parties shall set forth their view on further proceedings, including 

whether the parties anticipate being able to continue progress towards a settlement and the 

basis for any further stay should one be requested.  The Board will issue a further order based 

on the parties’ status report. 

So ordered. 

 

 

 

  



 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I certify that copies of the foregoing Order Granting Stay of Proceedings and Directing 

Status Report in the matter of City of Manchester, NPDES Appeal No. 25-05, were sent to the 

following persons on December 22, 2025, in the manner indicated: 

 

By E-mail: 

 

Cayleigh Eckhardt 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Office of Regional Counsel, Region 1 

eckhardt.cayleigh@epa.gov 

 

Gregory H. Smith 

McLane Middleton, Professional 

Association 

greg.smith@mclane.com 
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adam.dumville@mclane.com 
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